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Academy 2002 A Big Success
Approximately 240 registrants in attendance

By Peter Smith, N7BYP

Tom Carruba, KA2D, delivers the keynote address
Photo by P. Smith

Starting in January, a planning com-
mittee led by Marina Zuetell, N7LSL, met
to prepare for Academy 2002, a two day
training event for emergency communi-
cators. Those assisting Marina in plan-
ning the academy included Terry Dettman,
W7XS, Bill Dockstader, W7LSK, John
Fisken, KD7GEW, Rick Hodges,
KB7TBF, Ralph Javins, N7KGA, Bruce
Miller, KC7IAY, Pete Smith, N7BYP,
Ann Werner, N7YDY, and Mark
Whitaker, KD7KUN.

Now in its fourth
year, the emergency
communications acad-
emy is sponsored by
the King County EOC
Support Team, the
Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Service group
for King County,
Western Washington
Medical Services
Communications, Se-
attle Auxiliary Com-
munications Service,
and the Pacific North-
west React Council.

Because of
heightened security at
the NOAA facility, all
academy participants
had to be pre-regis-
tered for the confer-

ence. In addition entry and exit from the
grounds was restricted to short periods at
the beginning and end of each day.

The large number of attendees from
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California,
and British Columbia taxed the NOAA
facility to its limit. The auditorium was
filled for the opening keynote presenta-
tion by Tom Carruba, KA2D. The two
smaller breakout rooms used last year had
to be opened into a single space to accom-

modate everyone. Breakout sessions were
also held at the cafeteria and although the
space was large enough to accommodate
all, the lack of window blinds or shades
made the use of projected materials less
effective.

Bruce Miller, KC7IAY, arranged for
online registration. This proved to be an
excellent way to conduct conference reg-
istration. It also generated helpful atten-
dance counts for conference events in-

cluding all of the in-
dividual sessions.

Academy 2002
got off to a great start
with Tom Carrubba,
KA2D, giving a first-
hand  account of ama-
teur radio response to
the events of Septem-
ber 11th. Tom serves
as the ARRL ARES
Section Emergency
Coordinator and As-
sistant Section Man-
ager for New York
City and Long Island.
In addition to review-
ing the extent and na-
ture of the amateur
radio response to this
large scale disaster,
Tom discussed les-

See Academy, page 4
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--
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Please direct inquiries about the
Auxiliary Communication Service to:

 Mark Sheppard, N7LYE
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Seattle EOC

2320 4th Avenue,
Seattle, Wa. 98121-1718

voice - 206 684 5027
FAX - 206 470 6715
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--

Please direct letters, articles, and
inquiries about QRV? to the editor:

 Peter Smith N7BYP
(206) 284-2098
n7byp@arrl.net

From the EOC

By Jim Mullen, Director
Seattle Emergency Management

This month, you may have noticed
that the City Council approved the Mayor’s
request to establish an Emergency Pre-
paredness Bureau within the Seattle Po-
lice Department.  Oftentimes, “consoli-
dations” of sections and units within a
major City department receive a great
deal of attention, and are promoted as
ushering in a significant change in the
way business will be done. Frequently,
there is an expectation that major change
will occur as a result.

The creation of the new Bureau will
link Police Intelligence, Special Deploy-
ment and Emergency Management under
an Assistant Chief.  It makes sense, and it
represents both a significant step forward
from my perspective, yet it also repre-
sents a strengthening of the status quo as
well.

Emergency Management has been in
the Seattle Police Department for six years.
The transition was at times difficult, and
learning to adapt to the ways of a highly
regimented system took considerable time.
We have been supported very effectively,
and operational oversight by a succession
of Assistant Chiefs, and currently by
Deputy Chief Kimerer, has been strong
and steady. While none of that progress
will be halted, the linkage into a new
Bureau that establishes a daily focus for
our efforts that is acknowledged as part of
the ongoing departmental mission will
strengthen our ability to contribute to pub-
lic safety.

Basically, our mission hasn’t
changed, and our mandate to manage and
support programs in disaster mitigation,
preparedness, response and recovery is
enhanced, because this reorganization
places us in the heart of the Police
Department’s efforts to deal with the chal-
lenges that a variety of natural and hu-
man-initiated disasters can present.  We’ll
have more colleagues within the Depart-
ment who are versed in Emergency Man-

See EOC, page 4

From the Editor

Less is More

Remember the saying: “less is more?”
I think I recall it from the 70’s during the
time we were all struggling with the en-
ergy crisis, lining up at filling stations and
wishing for small cars that would get lots
and lots of miles for each precious gallon
of gasoline.

At our recent Communications Acad-
emy Tom Cox VE7TOX, described the
successful “Top Hat” exercises he carries
out for emergency communicators in
Vancouver B.C. As I listened to Tom, it
became apparent that he valued the idea of
“less is more.” He stressed the importance
of having fast and ready access to the
essential information we’ll need when
we’re called to service. Tom observed
that detailed information may not be as
useful for field operations in difficult con-
ditions as concise guides containing es-
sential information quickly available and
ready to use.

Following this idea, I’d like to see us
create a one or two page (both sides) set of
instructions containing essential radio fre-
quencies, messaging basics, a message
format, and any other material we would
find necessary for field operations. These
instructions would be laminated and
printed large to improve readability in
poor lighting. They should be easy to put
into our ready kits.

Now don’t get me wrong. I’m not
saying that detailed information is not
necessary. If you’ve been maintaining
your ACS notebook you have a good
collection of necessary communications
information. What I’m suggesting is a
supplement to that notebook: simple lami-
nated pages with essential information
right at our fingertips.Both condensed and
extended versions of communications in-
structions will be necessary.

Think about it. What information
should be included on a ready page? At
our next meeting we’ll discuss it. Once
we’ve determined the content, we’ll make
copies of a "ready page" and distribute it
to you.



QRV? 3

Personal Profile

Libe Napat, KB7WCE

The Personal Profile feature has re-
turned to QRV? with this issue and fea-
tures Libe Napat. Your editor interviewed
Libe at the recent Academy 2002 confer-
ence at the Sand Point NOAA facility.

Libe is a native of the Philippines
who came to the United States in 1987. He
is a graduate of maritime school in the
Philippines with a degree in marine engi-
neering. Later, Libby served as an oiler/
motorman on ships operated by Japanese
and Norwegian shipping companies. Fas-
cinated by marine band radio, Libe expe-
rienced how ship-to-ship radio communi-
cation could enable him to meet new
friends and renew old acquaintances from
maritime school. His marine band radio
experiences led Libe to go for his amateur
technician plus amateur ticket, eventually
becoming licensed as KB7WCE in 1993.

Libe likes to work both
VHF and UHF and, in addi-
tion to ACS, maintains mem-
berships in two other ama-
teur radio organizations. One
of those is the Northwest
Philippines-American Com-
munity Amateur Radio Club.
This group has a repeater
that can be found at 444.225
MHz. Libe is also a member
of the West Seattle Amateur
Radio Club.

Libe has been in emer-
gency amateur radio com-
munications for many years.
He first became involved
through an ARES informa-
tional meeting hosted by
Gene Underwood, W7AKA.
Not long after that he was
recruited into the Seattle
ACS by Mark Sheppard,
N7LYE. In addition to his
emergency radio activities,
Libe has been active in orga-
nizing his neighborhood into
a SDART team.

In view of his interest in
VHF/UHF it won’t be sur-

prising to learn that Libe has a good
collection of Alinco and Icom transceiv-
ers. His QTH sports a two meter Cushcraft

vertical. One of his sons, Bijua, shares
Libe’s radio interests and is licensed as
KD7GCC. Libe mentioned that with two

active hams in the family, his XYL may
soon join them with her own ticket. Per-
haps they’ll study together because Libe
plans to upgrade his ticket to extra class in
the near future. With all the amateur radio
activity in the family, Libe’s other two
sons, Dominic and Yanni, may join their
older brother and become hams too.

Libe supports a radio club on Panay
Island in the Philippines. Since there is no
telephone system in the rural areas, the
club would like to establish a communica-
tions system using marine band and ham
radios. We can all appreciate how helpful
such a radio system would prove to be for
search and rescue efforts and for the gen-
eral welfare of the people. Libe is gather-
ing radios for general and emergency com-
munications in those rural areas and would
welcome donations of older and/or un-
needed ham equipment. He also would
like to receive donations of medical sup-
plies for external use (such as bandages
and antibiotic ointments). Okay, ACS

members, lets all take a look
around the shack and the rest
of our homes to see if we have
items Libe can use. He can be
reached at (206) 228-1607 and
(206) 932-7145.

In his non-radio life, Libe
works as an electrician and be-
longs to Local 46 of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers. He enjoys
camping, especially at camp-
grounds along the Washing-
ton coast. Asked for one of his
favorite Seattle places, Libe
mentioned the Alki neighbor-
hood.

Libe has been a member
of ACS since it started several
years ago. We can count on
Libe to help whenever we ask.
It is faithful members like Libe
who give freely of their time
and expertise who really make
up the heart of our organiza-
tion. Thanks Libe, for your
valued contributions to our
group and your  commitment
to our mission.

Libe Napat, KB7WCE
Photo by P. Smith
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sons learned for organizational, techni-
cal, and personal preparedness.

Two years ago, the American Radio
Relay League (ARRL) began its Certifi-
cation and Continuing Education Program.
Emergency communications was the first
course to be offered. Terry Dettmann,
WX7S, led sessions on emergency com-
munication that focused on the ARRL’s
Introductory level (Level I) of certifica-
tion. Attendees were given opportunity to
take Level I qualifying exams at the Acad-
emy on Sunday.

Additional sessions were offered on
how communities can organize to provide
continued recovery after initial disaster
response, the evolving protocols of digi-
tal communications, bioterrorism in the
wake of September 11, radio direction
finding and radio frequency interference,
the Skywarn program, practical naviga-
tion with map and GPS, marine response
& rescue, urban search and rescue efforts
at ground zero soon after September 11,
uses for NVIS antennas in regional emer-
gency communications, tactical versus

agement principles, and we will probably
learn some things as well.

We are looking forward to a quick
transition into the new Bureau, and as one
of our most effective assets, continued
support and attention to ACS and its mem-
bers.  We should emerge from this next
few months a stronger team, with an even
sharper vision of how we can best fulfill
our respective missions.

formal emergency message handling,
Western Washington earthquakes hazards,
do's and don'ts for communications re-
sponders, Vancouver B.C.’s very success-
ful TopHat competition, practical tech-
niques for field communications and
NOAA weather center tours.

Under the very able leadership of
Ann Werner, N7YDY, great lunches and
refreshments were served on both days.
The weather cooperated with relatively
warm and sunny days so attendees could
easily go outdoors and check out the sev-
eral communications trailers and vehicles
available for inspection in the adjacent
parking lots.

Congratulations to those who con-
tributed to Academy 2002's success. First,
thanks to NOAA for providing space and
basic AV equipment. Thanks also to the
planning committee who arranged regis-
tration, AV equipment, food, publicity,
and program support. Finally, much praise
and thanks go to Marina Zuetell, N7LSL,
for exceptional leadership in making
Academy 2002 not only possible, but a
great success.
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ACS Meeting

WHEN: Saturday, May 11, 9:00
to 11:30 a.m. (Please arrive
between 8:30-8:50, Late entry
call 206-578-7118.)

WHERE: Seattle Public Utilities
Operations Control Center,
2700 Airport Way S.

WHAT: ACS Updates, Opera-
tions, Field Day Planning.

See  you there!


